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Africa is the top source 
continent for human 
trafficking and the 
smuggling of migrants

It is estimated that 
15,000 players are 
trafficked every year 
in/through sports

Human trafficking is 
the fastest growing 
crime in the world

Today’s enslavement 
of people takes many 
shapes and forms in 
different parts of Africa

BACKGROUND



47.3/100 average 
vulnerability score; 
28.2/100 gov’t 
response rating

Estimated 6,245,800 
million people in the 
Sub-Saharan Africa 
are enslaved

This accounts for 
approximately 13.6% 
of the world’s enslaved 
population as of 2016 

BACKGROUND



Sexual exploitation: 
most emphasized 
as one of collateral 
damage 

Major sporting events: 
Sex Trafficking and the 
Super Bowl: There’s 
more at play Sunday 
than just football

Athletic trafficking: 
youth are enticed to 
travel to U.S. by using 
high school sports as 
avenue to pro contract

Migrant workers: 
thousands exploited 
for sports construction 
before events like 
Olympics/World Cup 

CASE STUDIES 
IN SPORT



WHY FOOTBALL?
The business of football 
and its complex systems  
present potential 
loopholes that rogue 
agents tend to prey on

Football is one the 
richest sports, a major 
motivation for aspiring 
players/families and 
those exploiting them

Largest dedicated global fan base — 
negative in terms of the level of criminal 
opportunity it attracts; positive in the impact 
its advocacy can make not only in sports, 
but in the fight against modern slavery 



In 2015, an article in the international 
press claimed that 15,000 young 
players were moved from West Africa 
yearly under false pretences

HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING 
IN FOOTBALL



GERARD’S 
STORY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v44Hkemo4zw&t=8s


Criminalization 
occurs when victims 
are not identified as 
“trafficked” but as 
illegal migrants

Need to protect 
young migrant 
athletes who 
are victims not 
criminals

Migration plays a role 
as young athletes are 
often moved from 
source countries to a 
destination country

With the level of 
abandonment that 
often follows this crime, 
victims often overstay 
and become illegal

MIGRATION:  
A PROTECTIONIST 
VIEWPOINT



ILO Convention 182 Council of Europe 
Convention on Actions 
against Trafficking in 
Human Beings

The International 
Convention on 
Children’s Rights  
(UN 1989)

The UN Palermo 
Protocol & the Council 
of Europe Convention

POLITICAL 
LEGAL 
FRAMEWORK



Kazan Action Plan – 
Main Policy Area III 

UNODC Resolution 7/8 
- Corruption in Sport

FIFA Regulations 
on the Status and 
Transfer of Players – 
Article 19

IOC Principles of Good 
Governance on the 
Protection of Athletes 
- Rule 6.2 

POLITICAL LEGAL 
FRAMEWORK — 
SPORT



African Common 
Position on Migration and 
Development (African 
Common Position)

Africa-EU Declaration 
on Migration and 
Development (Tripoli 
Joint Declaration)

AU.COMMIT human 
trafficking initiative 

Ouagadougou 
Action Plan: 
Migration Policy 
Framework for Africa

AFRICAN 
UNION 
COMMITMENT



The objective of this roadmap is to offer 
concrete actions key deliverables, and 
milestones to be undertaken to tackle the 
menace of child trafficking and irregular 
migration in sports, specifically football

ROADMAP 
OBJECTIVES



THE FIVE 
THEMATIC 
PILLARS
Research, Coordination and 
Partnership, Awareness Raising, 
Capacity Building, and Regulation



RESEARCH
Contribute to knowledge 
within the subject 
area through empirical 
studies



Structure efforts 
around both AU & EU 
trafficking (treaties, 
protocols, resolutions)

Achieve stakeholder 
consensus on the 
issue of trafficking in 
sports

Identify and establish 
a network of key 
stakeholders involved 
in athlete dev/transfer 

Establish a working 
group to oversee and 
ensure sustainability of 
interagency efforts

COORDINATION 
AND PARTNERSHIP



AWARENESS 
RAISING

Target campaigns at 
the most vulnerable 
groups to mitigate 
potential victims

Prepare media to 
reduce trafficking 
demand and promote 
zero tolerance

Improve global 
understanding of the 
scope and impact of 
human trafficking 

Warn sensitive 
communities of the 
dangers of illicit 
trafficking



CAPACITY 
BUILDING

Create training manual 
for professionals in 
migratory pathways 
(visa/passport, border)

Build institutional 
capacity to address 
problem through law 
enforcement

Develop an athlete 
education platform 
to empower athletes 
communities

Develop sustainable 
programme that 
supports/empowers 
at-risk communities



 
REGULATION

Implement certification 
initiative to deal with 
academies, complicit 
state actors, sport clubs

Regulate football 
academics in Africa 
and create a more 
transparent system

Prompt adoption of a 
resolution within AU 
of the Ouagadougou 
Action Plan

Through legislation, 
address factors that 
prompt the supply and 
demand of trafficking 
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